
 

 

 

 

INTERIM GUIDANCE FOR IN-PERSON INSTRUCTION AT PRE-K TO 
GRADE 12 SCHOOLS DURING THE COVID-19 PUBLIC HEALTH 

EMERGENCY 
 

 

When you have read this document, you can affirm at the bottom. 

 

As of June 7, 2021 

 

Purpose 

This Interim Guidance for In-Person Instruction at Pre-K to Grade 12 Schools during the COVID-19 Public 

Health Emergency (“Interim COVID-19 Guidance for Schools”) was originally created in August 2020 to 
provide all elementary (including pre-kindergarten), middle, and high schools, as well as their employees, 

contractors, students, and parents/legal guardians of students with precautions to help protect against 

the spread of COVID-19 for schools that are authorized to provide in-person instruction in the 2020-2021 
school year. This June 2021 update is intended to align this guidance with the most recent 

recommendations from the Centers from Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) on how to prioritize safe 

in-person learning in schools while adhering to layered mitigation strategies. 

This guidance is intended to address all types of public and private (both secular and non-secular) 
elementary (including pre-kindergarten), middle, and high schools. Each school/district must meet the 

minimum standards set forth in this guidance and reflect engagement with school stakeholders and 

community members, including but not limited to administrators, faculty, staff, students, parents/legal 
guardians of students, local health departments, local health care providers, and, where appropriate, 

affiliated organizations (e.g., union, alumni, and/or community-based groups). Specifically, each school 
district, BOCES, charter school, and private school must develop, in conjunction
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The designated party can be an individual or group of individuals responsible for the operations of 

the school or schools. 

 Face Masks: Responsible Parties must maintain protocols and 



https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/PublicTransportationMasterGuidance.pdf
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/new-york-state-contact-tracing
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 Capacity: Phasing and quantity of students, faculty, and staff allowed to return in-person, 

considering factors such as ability to maintain appropriate physical distance, personal protective 

equipment (PPE) availability, local medical capacity, and availability of safe transportation; 

 Physical Distancing: Protocols and procedures for students, faculty, and staff to ensure appropriate 

physical distancing when on school grounds and in school facilities; 

 PPE and Masks: Protocols and procedures for students, faculty, staff, 

https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/SportsAndRecreationMasterGuidance.pdf
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/SportsAndRecreationMasterGuidance.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-at-increased-risk.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fneed-extra-precautions%2Fpeople-at-higher-risk.html


https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/PublicTransportationMasterGuidance.pdf
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include plans for testing of unvaccinated symptomatic individuals, close contacts of COVID-19 
suspected or confirmed individuals, and individuals with recent international travel as designated 

through the New York State Travel Advisory, before allowing such individuals to return to in-person 

to the school;  

 Testing Responsibility: Identification of who in the community is responsible for referring, sourcing, 

and administering testing (e.g., local health department testing site, physician offices, hospital 

system); 

Containment includes protocols and procedures for how to respond to positive or presumed-positive 

cases, as well as preventative practices. At a minimum, plans must incorporate the following: 

 School Health Offices: Protocols for safely caring for a student, faculty, or staff member if they 
develop symptoms of COVID-19 during the school day in accordance with the Interim 

https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-travel-advisory
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2021/03/covid19_guidance_for_sbhc_medical_and_dental_030921_1952.pdf
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2021/03/covid19_guidance_for_sbhc_medical_and_dental_030921_1952.pdf
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2021/03/nysdoh_sbhc_dental_program_reopening_addendum_030921.pdf
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2021/03/nysdoh_sbhc_dental_program_reopening_addendum_030921.pdf
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/new-york-state-contact-tracing
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 Communication: Plan to communicate internally and externally throughout the closure process.  

https://forward.ny.gov/
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/Indoor_and_Outdoor_Food_Services_Detailed_Guidelines.pdf
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/Indoor_and_Outdoor_Food_Services_Detailed_Guidelines.pdf
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/offices-interim-guidance.pdf
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/offices-interim-guidance.pdf
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/PublicTransportationMasterGuidance.pdf
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/PublicTransportationMasterGuidance.pdf
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/SportsAndRecreationMasterGuidance.pdf
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/SportsAndRecreationMasterGuidance.pdf


 

 

 
 

https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2021/03/covid19_guidance_for_sbhc_medical_and_dental_030921_1952.pdf
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2021/03/covid19_guidance_for_sbhc_medical_and_dental_030921_1952.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/operation-strategy.html
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▪ When directed by the Local or State Health Department.  

o Prior to making any change to reduce physical distancing to less than six feet between 

students during academic instruction, decisions must be made with community input. 
Responsible Parties must include opportunities for feedback from parents, 

community members, teachers, staff, and local departments of health. This 

meeting must be held before any change to the physical distancing in schools can 

be made. 

o Responsible parties must post the new plan online and must be sent to Local Health 

Departments and the State Education Department. 

o Responsible Parties are required to work with the school community (parents, teachers, staff, 
LHDs, etc.) to propose and adopt changes. Ultimately, the school/district’s decision to 

move to shorter physical distances will come down to a local community’s risk 

tolerance based on its unique circumstances.  

Masks 

 Face masks are required at all times in indoor school facilities, except for meals. 

o Responsible Parties will need to consider and address developmental appropriateness, 

feasibility, and ability to implement such policy in a safe, consistent manner. 

 Students who are unable to medically 

unique
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are commonly formed or people may congregate (e.g., outdoor spaces, libraries, cafeterias, health 

screening stations). 

 Responsible Parties should determine which facilities, grounds, or portions thereof (e.g., libraries, 

recreational facilities) will be closed to the public (i.e., not students, faculty, or staff) or offer

https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2020/04/13067_coronavirus_protectyourself_poster_042020.pdf
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congregations, per CDC guidance “Interim Guidance for Businesses and Employers to Plan and 
Respond to Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19)”. When videoconferencing or teleconferencing is 

not preferable or possible, 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/guidance-business-response.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/guidance-business-response.html


https://www.ahamdir.com/room-air-cleaners/
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/air-cleaners-ozone-products/california-certified-air-cleaning-devices
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/air-cleaners-ozone-products/california-certified-air-cleaning-devices


https://www.ashrae.org/technical-resources/ashrae-handbook-content
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o If COVID-19 cases develop, Responsible Parties may consider restricting access within school 
facilities and across school grounds, particularly in affected areas to avoid full school closures. In 

such instances, Responsible Parties may choose to temporarily move classes where an individual 
has tested positive for COVID-19 to remote/virtual format 



https://www.osha.gov/SLTC/personalprotectiveequipment/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html
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o Responsible parties must encourage teachers, staff, and students to cover coughs and sneezes 
with a tissue, dispose of used tissues immediately, and wash their hands with soap and water for 



https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/disinfecting-building-facility.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fcommunity%2Freopen-guidance.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/clean-disinfect-hygiene.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/clean-disinfect-hygiene.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/materials_minerals_pdf/covid19.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/disinfecting-building-facility.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/disinfecting-building-facility.html
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o Open outside doors and windows to increase air circulation in the area. 

o Wait 24 hours before you clean and disinfect, unless waiting 24 hours is not feasible, in which 

case, wait as long as possible. 

o Clean and disinfect all areas used by the person suspected or confirmed to have COVID-19, such 

as offices, classrooms, bathrooms, lockers, and common areas. 

o Restrict access to any area where someone with confirmed or suspected COVID-19 was present 

until the area is cleaned and disinfected.  

o Once the area has been appropriately cleaned and disinfected, it can be reopened for use. 

 Individuals without close or proximate contact with the person suspected or confirmed to 

have COVID-19 can return to the area and resume school activities immediately after 

cleaning and disinfection. 

o If more than seven days have passed since the person who is suspected or confirmed to have 

COVID-19 visited or used the facility, additional cleaning and disinfection is not necessary, but 

routine cleaning and disinfection should 
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E. Residential Living Considerations 

 For K-12 schools with students who reside on campus, Responsible Parties must consider the 

following as they develop their plans: 

o Residence halls: Plans should include protocols for capacity limits, enhanced cleaning and 

disinfection, appropriate physical distancing as defined in this document, use of acceptable masks 

in indoor common areas, restrictions

https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-travel-advisory


https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-travel-advisory
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
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 Any individual who screens positive for COVID-19 exposure or symptoms, if screened at the school, 

must be immediately sent home with instructions to contact their health care provider for assessment 

and testing. 

o Students who are being sent home because of a positive screen (e.g., onset of COVID-19 
symptoms) must be immediately separated from other students and supervised until their 

parent/legal guardian or emergency contact can retrieve them from school. 

o Responsible Parties should provide
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o Plans to ensure

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#datatracker-home
https://covid19tracker.health.ny.gov/views/NYS-COVID19-Tracker/NYSDOHCOVID-19Tracker-Map?%3Aembed=yes&%3Atoolbar=no&%3Atabs=n


https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/new-york-state-contact-tracing
https://schoolcovidreportcard.health.ny.gov/#/searchResults
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Additional safety information, guidelines, and resources are available at:  

New York State Department of Health Novel 

https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/
http://www.nysed.gov/coronavirus
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.osha.gov/SLTC/covid-19/

